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stalked and killed by her ex-boyfriend. Only a week after her murder, her mother, Marcella 
Leach, encountered the accused murderer in a grocery store. At the time, law enforcement 
and the courts had no legal obligation to keep the victim’s family informed of the status of 
the accused. Unbeknownst to the family, Marsy’s former boyfriend had been released on bail. 
The rights of victims are now widely recognized in the law.

In 2013, the House of Representatives’ Committee on the Judiciary held a hearing on 
a proposed Victims’ Rights Amendment (VRA). The VRA would overcome inadequacies in 
current state and federal legislation to provide

•• the right to fairness, respect, and dignity;

•• the right to reasonable notice of and the right not to be excluded from public proceed-
ing related to the offense;

•• the right to be heard at any release, plea, and sentencing;

•• the right to notification of release or escape of the accused;

•• the right to due consideration of the crime victim’s safety and privacy; and

•• the right to restitution.21

Proponents of the amendment argue that crime victims deserve fundamental rights, 
some of which are ignored in statutes and state constitutions. Additionally, justice can be 
better served by the participation of victims in the criminal justice system (see Figure 3.4).22

CHAPTER WRAP-UP
Law represents one of the most important topics in the criminal justice system. Laws 

define and delineate appropriate and inappropriate behavior by citizens, police, attorneys, 
and judges. The goal of the law to provide equal and just treatment is an ideal that the U.S. 
legal system strives to achieve. Humans, however, are fallible and influenced by social con-
text, technological changes, and individual or group prejudices. Ultimately, under the rule 
of law good decision-making wins out over discrimination and injustice. Reform efforts are 
continuously under way to make a great system better.
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Figure 3.4  n  Data Supporting the Violence Against Women Act

Source: National Task Force to End Sexual and Domestic Violence.
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